
                      Private William Blake                                       William Blake and?........

Our thanks to William Blake's great-grandson, Peter Dean, for these photographs of 
William. Peter has also forwarded the following notes about his great-grandfather. As you 
will read, William was  truly a Moordown man - from a close Moordown family:

"William was killed in action on 7th April 1917 at Ypres. His name appears on 
Panel 35 of the Menin Gate Memorial. He had  enlisted in Bournemouth, and served 
in the 15th (Service) Battalion of the Hampshire Regiment.
  

William was born at Holdenhurst in the 3rd quarter of 1883. On 30th April 1904
he married Lilian Louisa Young in St Luke’s Church in Winton. They had one boy,
Frederick (b. 1904) and two girls, Dora (b. 1906) and Elsie (b. 1908).



 
Before the war he lived at 11, Parley Road in Moordown, and was employed as

a Corporation Labourer. His Parents, Charles and Ellen, lived at 12 Parley Road -  
which is directly opposite number 11. 

His brother, Charles Blake, lived at 70 Malvern Road (which backs onto 11 
Parley  Road).    It would appear that they were a very close family.
  

William's Grandfather, Moses Blake, was a well-known personality living in
Emery Down where the family had originated  from. He was the Sexton and Parish
Clerk of Christ Church at Emery Down for 52 Years. He died on 17th May 1917, one
Month after William was killed."


